POP Montreal is an international music festival celebrating its 10th
anniversary from September 21st to the 25th, 2011. POP is now recognized
as an important multidisciplinary taste-making event, expanding its mission
through various components: Puces POP, Art POP, Film POP, Kids POP and
the Symposium.

Kids POP: It’s where the fun is at

We have often jokingly said that POP Montreal is a festival where a few babies
are conceived every year. Well, not to take full credit for Montreal’s population
renewal, but over the last 10 years, a whole lot of families have started in and
around our community. In light of that, Kids POP was born in 2008.

It could be said that Kids POP is a more casual component of POP Montreal.
Having been initiated because young families were popping up all around us,
its growth has been purely organic: a response to a need. Its mission is to offer
children accessible bilingual activities that will challenge their imaginations and
expand their creative minds. In other words, Kids POP organizes workshops,
activities and lessons which provide families with something original, fun and
educational at the same time. The clever programming gives kids a taste of their
first music lesson, initiates artistic projects, sensitizes them to environmental issues
and even lets them shake it at their first dance party!

Over the course of the festival's weekend, Kids POP offers various free activities
during the daytime and while it’s catered to children between the ages of 4
and 12, all are welcome. Due to its growing popularity, Kids POP is now
organized twice a year, once in the spring and again in the fall during the festival.
Despite the increase in participation levels, Kids POP promises to remain very
community-centred.

Kids POP Team
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e Created in 2008, Kids POP was inspired by the need to
offer free and accessible daytime activities to young families.

e Taking place over 2 days, Kids POP organizes a dozen
activities and receives over 100 families.

¢ Kids POP now takes place twice a year, once in the spring
(during our Spring POP event), and again during the
main festival.

Kids POP activities are free and happen during the
afternoon. We offer:

Creative Workshops
Music Lessons
Concerts

Much more!!

Krista Muir

Fred Penner
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« Chicken Soup Is Good for the Soul

The Electric Company »
Uncategorized

Look Out Weekend: October 1-3, 2010

No idea what to do this weekend? Bunchland’s got your back

TORONTO

What: Nuit Blanche

When: Saturday, 6:37 p.m. to sunrise
Where: Various locations in the city
Price: Free

The details: There’s plenty of exhibits and interactions to delight and amaze kids at this all-night contemporary art thing, such as the all-night birthday party, the human clock
and musical sing-alongs. Be sure to purchase an all-night TTC pass for your family and get the Night Navigator app.

MONTREAL

What: Kids POP

When: Saturday & Sunday

Where: Workshops held at Librairie Drawn & Quarterly Bookstore (211 Bernard Ouest), offsite events are held at the Rialto (5723 Avenue Du Parc)
Price: There is a charge for some of the programming, you can peep the details here.

The details: The kids' programming at POP has always been amazing. This year, it includes songwriting and printing workshops, as well as performances by Fred Penner! The
S-year-olds inside us are squealing with joy

NEW YORK CITY

What: Free lce Cream with Lemony Snicket
When: Saturday from 12 pm— 1 p.m.
Where: Cones (272 Bleecker Street)

Price: Free



The Montreal Gazette, Feature
September 28, 2010

POP MONTREAL

youngsters on Sunday, but his appeal stretches actoss generations. Page (8

FRED PENNER is coming to tawn

to perform a pair of shows for

ARTS

@ AR

TH

POP MONTREAL

ONLINE

ROBERT LEPAGE'S production of Das Rheingold
opened last night at the Metropolitan Operain New
York, See Arthur Kaptainis's review at montrealgazette.com/arts
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FRED PENNER is about to give his first local children’s concerts in 16 years, but his audience now spans multiple generations

This cat is coming back

KATHRYM CREEMAWLY
THE GAZETTE

ntertainer Fred Penner was a
E rock star with the preschool

set during the run of his
popular CBC television show Fred
Penner’s Place, from 1985 to 1997.

His tiny fans were called Fred-
heads and they would swarm him
whenever heappeared in public.

Penner, 63, still gets stopped by
Fredheads, but now they're all
grownup.

“Some of them tell me they arego-
ing into music or teaching becaunse
of me. To hear that is an amazing
haonour,” Penner said during a tele-
phone interview from his Winnipeg
home. “The (television series) was
gentle and protective and stressed
communication with the viewers. It

seems to have had an effect on their

memory banks.”

The singer-songwriter gives two
performances of his show The Cat
Came Back! Sunday at the Rialto
theatre, as part of Kids Pop. Kids
Pop is a component of the five-day
Pop Montreal festival, which begins
tomorrow.

Two years ago, Penner began a
new phase in his life - performing
gigs at university pubs.

“I sing (signature hits) The Cat
Came Back and Sandwiches.” he
said. “There is definitely a nostalgia
thing happening in the audience,
but 1 also sing new tunes. It's cool to
reconnect - that's where we were.
Here's where we are now.”

Penner performed for young
adults at McGill University in 2008,
but it has been 16 vears since he did
a children's show in Montreal. The
Cat Came Back! show Is a mix of old
hits and songs from his latest chil-
dren’s album, Where in the Werld.

Penner is the parvent of four
grown children, with wife Odette
Heyn-Penner (co-director of Win-
nipeg's School of Contemporary
Dancers).

“I think being a dad has been the
biggest influence on what 1do,” Pen-
ner said. “And my work with men-
tally and physically handicapped
children (after the completion of
his psychology degree) gave me a

I think being
a dad has been
the biggest influence
on what I do.”
Faio Pereds

strong understanding of how a good
song can bringa child out of anega-
tive space and how important child
participationis.”

Penner began singing and mak-
ing up songs when he was 4 years
old. He gravitated toward folk music
atanearlyage.

“Folk music, by definition, is
about everybody coming together,”
Pennersaid. “That's what my shows
are about, whether 1 am singing for
children oradults.”

—— e ey

Other Kids Pop events

These free events are at the
Drawn & Quarterly Bookstore, 211
Bernard Ave. W

Saturday and Sunday: Learn
about radio from 11 a.m. te 3 pam.
Children must be at least 4 years
ald.

Saturday: Make your own cards

and stationery, from 11 a.m. te

noon; 4 years oid and up.

Saturday: Learn about the con-
nection between a band's music |
and the images it uses, from 1 to
2p.m.; 6 years old and up.

Sunday: Learn about the power {
of radicand be a DI, frem am. |
to noon; 4 years old and up. |
Sunday: Learn how to write !
songs, from 1 to 3 p.m.; 4 years

Lald and up. |

S — |

Park Awe., Sunday at 3 and 7 p.m.
Lily Fawn opens the 3 p.m. show;

Fred Penner will be performing his show The Cat Came Back! Sunday as
part of Kids Pop, the children’s component of Pop Mentreal.

Penner plans to continue touring
university campuses and hopes to
record analbum of his new material
over the next year. He also speaks at
early-childhood-education confer-
ences and visits seniors’ facilities.

“feel like ['m covering the entire
spectrum, from birth to golden age,”
he said. “It's all important.”

Kids Pop presents Fred Pen-
ner at the Rialto theatre, 5723

Brittany Ky ik opens the 7 p.m.
show. Admission is free for chil-
dren 12 years old and under. Tick-
ets cost $15 for adults and chil-
dren 13 years ald and up. Fer more
information about Kids Pop, visit
www.popmontreal.com/en/kids/
shows,

kgreenaway@

mentrealgazette.com

including our searchable events calendar:

JUST TRY TO KEEP UP WITH THEM

We're getting you ready for Pop Montreal with cuverage on our Futwul Ce ntral page,

Bl

Once the fest starts tomatrow, our usual suspects = including T'Cha Dunlevy, Jordan
Zivitz, Mark Lepage, Alana Coates and Basem Boshra — wll be posting llulews news, vid-

ecs and more through Sunday at Words & Music:
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